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To many people, Geography consists largely of the answers
to the question, "Where is it?", whether in reference to a
State or to any other part of the earth's surface. While refusing
to accept the validity of this inadequate view, geographers
will admit that the locational factor in the study of a State
is of great importance, but will also agree that the value of
position alters with changing conditions in many ways. In
its very early history a State may well derive advantage from
isolation, particularly if, during its formative period, it is
encircled by protective zones such as the sea or the desert or
forests. But sooner or later the surrounding barriers are over-
come and contact is established with other parts of the world.
This may lead to danger for the growing State if it is inad-
equately endowed with resources for self-defence, but it also
leads to access to the means of further development. New
items are added to its people's diet, previously unobtainable
materials become available to its industries, markets for its
surplus commodities are extended and new ideas, new skills,
become accessible to its inhabitants. In fact, a whole range of
material and cultural gains is put in the way of a State once
its location with regard to other States is utilized, and that
range will extend with the number and intimacy of the contacts
as well as with the receptive and reciprocal tendencies of its
people and their neighbours. Land contact is not necessary
for this purpose, nor indeed is close contiguity. Once the
difficulties of sea transport are overcome, all the advantages
of immediate contact may be secured, while the disadvantages
of being too close to neighbours are avoided.
The best illustration of this type of location is to be found
in Great Britain, where insularity and easy access to the
Continent of Europe have been exploited with remarkably
successful results. Of Europe, but not in it, summarizes this
aspect of Britain's location, and if it be asserted that the Narrow
Seas would have had no protective influence without the Royal
Navy, then the reply is that this branch of Britain's defences
is but one result of the people's efforts to adapt their activities
to this particular environmental condition.
Again location decides the type or types of climate which
are experienced in a State. The argument that all the great